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I think she had never moved, since I saw her last
before I slept And she said slowly: Thou art right:
it is time: for thee, and for me also. And now, as
I told thee, we have come to the place where the
ways divide.

And I looked at her in perplexity. And I said:
Art thou dreaming? Here there is no division of
the road, which runs straight on, single and alone,
into the dark of the night. Then she said: That is
thine: but here, mine turns aside. And now, then,
I will tell thee the way. And if, as thou goest, thou
shouldst chance upon my husband, give him this,
from me.

And all at once, she rose up, very quickly, with
a great effort. And before I knew what she was
doing, she put up her arms, and clasped my neck,
and kissed me. And as she did so, I felt her arms
grip me like a cord, and her body shook all over.
And suddenly, she let go, and fell back again against
the tree.

And I said in astonishment: What is this, and
what dost thou mean? And she looked up at me,
and suddenly she began to laugh. And she said:
Thy memory is of the shortest. Go on now: for
thy way is open before thee. Now thou canst go on
alone, and I have told thee all I know, about the
way. And again I said: What way? And she said:
Find it now, without me, and I can tell thee nothing